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Next Gathering 

First Annual Chilli Cookoff 
February 19th 1 p.m. at 494 Holderford Rd. Kingston 

TN27 

Message from your President 
Starting out the new year, we still do not know when we can resume are 

regular Monday evening gatherings at the McGhee-Tyson 510 Center. In 

the meantime, we will hold a few meetings at remote locations throughout 

the year, so stay tuned for announcements concerning dates and times. 

February 19th we will hold our NEW annual winter chili cookoff at 

Wolfcreek/Douglas residence (2TN7).  I hope the weather cooperates so 

we can get some aircraft to fly in.  So, mark your calendars for 1 p.m. on 

February 19th at 494 Holderford Rd. Kingston.  Please let me know if you 

plan to compete with your special Chili dish for the cookoff. Others can 

bring deserts, cornbread, crackers, and fire extinguishers to supplement 

the Chili. 
 

February 26th, we will be holding our first Young Eagles event of 2022. It 

will be held at MNV Monroe county airport, for the Heritage High School 

JRAFROTC Cadets.  Please let Roger Cosh know if you can volunteer either 

as a pilot or ground crew. His contact info is 423-435-8971 or 

n423jc@gmail.com.   

EAA is sending pilots who have flown at least 25 Y/E flyers, a portfolio as a 

token of appreciation.  I am not sure if this is for everyone or just pilots 

that hit that magic number of 25 for the first time. I just received mine and 

it is going into my aircraft stuffed with all the Y/E applications and paper-

work, so I will be ready on a moment's notice to give that Young Eagle a 

ride of a lifetime. 
 

George and Theresa Mueller just informed me that we will be host-

ing the B-25 on May 19th through the 22nd.  We plan to host it at 

TYS, like we did the B-17 tour. We will be using the same flight re-

gime as we do for the Trimotor, with VIP/PR flights on the first day.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mark your calendars for a few future Fly-in/Cookouts, by our remote members at TN44 

Deerfield on Norris Lake.  Jennifer has informed me that June 4th and October 22nd are 

the tentative dates for 2022.  

Keep your calendars open for the Smoky Mountain Air Show in September.  I have volun-

teered our chapter to assist TYS as ground crew volunteers like we did back in 2016 and 

they quickly responded and want us to be a part of this event.  I will keep you all updated 

as the planning stages go forward. 

I am still in the initial stages of planning the Great Lakes of Michigan Fly out sometime 

this summer.  If you have an interest in joining our gaggle of aircraft, please let me know. 

We still have a need and appreciate all newsletter contributions each month.  Our News-

letter editor position is still open.  The pay is on the low side of zero, but it offers great 

benefits.  Just think what having this on your resume' could do for you.  Just kidding of 

course. 

We need to bring our membership rolls up to date.  Please go to our website at 

www.eaa17.org if your membership is expired or wait until we have another gathering 

where you can look at the registration sheet to see if you are expired.  Do not worry if you 

are a few years behind, just renew for one year for $20.00, or opt for the lifetime member-

ship of $100.00. Keep in mind that the $20.00 membership is for your entire family. 

Best regards,  George Douglas 865-376-2053  

(Continued from page 1) 

Top or Complete Overhaul? 
By Al Lindsay, with Introduction by George Douglas 

How many of you are part of an aircraft type forum or 

support group of the type of aircraft you own or are in-

terested in? Aircraft safety experts believe that owners 

that are part of an active forum or club, learn more about 

what they are flying, and this adds to safety.  There are 

many online forums for most models, with tons of good 

information to share concerning ADs, troubleshooting 

problems, insurance issues, STCs, and even social activi-

ties.  I belong to Vans Air Force Forum.  When I owned a 

Cessna, it was Cessna flyers, and when I owned a Grumman Traveler, I joined the Grumman Gang.   

Following, with the permission of the author from the Grumman Gang, concerning TBO and if it is safe to 

keep flying past it. Does it make economic sense to do a top overhaul when a cylinder or valves start sticking 

when getting close to TBO, or just bite the bullet and overhaul it early?  He is responding to the many posts 

from pilots that are dead set against flying past TBO, due to safety concerns. The author owns a flying school 
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in Australia, using a fleet of Grumman Tigers and Cheetahs. (Editor’s note, do they use Cheetahs for testing?) 

- George Douglas 

Hi all, 

As I read the post it appears the approximate 1500-to-1600-hour engine was running well but significant 

valve and guide issues have been diagnosed on at least some cylinders. The removal of the cylinders has al-

lowed a cam inspection, and all looks good. It had excellent compression. I presume the other vital signs are 

all good.  It's not unexpected that many submissions will gravitate to the default position of complete engine 

renewal. Spending other people’s money is always easy. I would question whether a rebuild is really neces-

sary at this point of the engine’s life. Of course, the throwaway line always given in these situations is, how 

can you compromise safety by not doing a complete rebuild?  

Personally, I doubt that there is any strong evidence that a brand-new engine would significantly contribute 

to flight safety over your engine, once the offending cylinders have been overhauled or replaced. There is no 

reason why you could not get many more hours of happy and safe flying from the engine. In other words, 

with extensions you could perhaps get another 800 hours or approximately 40% of a new engine’s life. 

In fact, to really drill down to the core of the issue, what is the point of having a 2000-hour TBO plus exten-

sions if you rebuild it at 1600 hrs. It goes without saying that if the engine cases had to be split and a major 

component replaced it may be more economical to rebuild. 

So, there you have it. The complete rebuild brigade certainly occupy the moral high ground by playing the 

safety card but I would suggest that I doubt empirical evidence exists that shows a significant improvement 

in flight safety. To delve a little deeper, I guess this thread highlights the difficulties we all face in making in-

formed decisions on issues involving safety. Every time we push the throttle forward, we are relying on thou-

sands of individual components to perform correctly, the Weather Gods to follow the predicted patterns, our 

body to not fail us in flight and our brain to make correct and timely decisions. And that doesn’t include the 

capricious Deity of Uncertainty who could throw us a curve ball at any time in the form of an unavoidable 

midair collision etc. etc. 

So, with this in mind, we are constantly making value judgments on safety matters. Simply defaulting to per-

fect safety without objective assessment is possibly to make the mistake of best is the enemy of good 

(Voltaire?). The money saved on the engine overhaul could be put towards some more advanced training to 

enhance safety, perhaps even a safer car to drive to the airport or a thousand other things which make our 

life safer, longer and better 

To draw this ramble to some form of a conclusion, providing your engineer (or mechanic, in American -ed.) is 

happy with the engine after it has all the required work, why wouldn't you consider it safe to fly. Logically, 

you considered it safe to fly the hour before the valve gave trouble, so once it is thoroughly repaired and 

other areas are confirmed as ok, I believe it is safe in comparison to other variables. 

Just my thoughts 

Regards 

Al Lindsay 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Phase I Complete 
by Juliette Cosh 

On Tuesday, January 18th, almost two 

years to the day from when we received 

the first box of parts for our RV-14A kit, I 

was done with Phase I flight testing and 

Roger, my husband, went flying with me 

in N8181J.  The preceding drought of fly-

ing together was finally in the rear view 

mirror.  Don't get me wrong, building had 

many rewards from completing the hori-

zontal stabilizer, canopy, etc., the cama-

raderie of teamwork with my best friend 

(yes, that would be Roger), problem solv-

ing, and making changes that involved 

designing and fabricating.  Though I en-

joyed the aforementioned aspects of 

building, the joy of flight trumps.  Getting 

from the building stage to that blissful 

flying together feeling took another two months.  There are a few learning experiences from Phase I flight testing I 

would like to pass along. 

Jim Auman from our own EAA Chapter 17, performed the airworthiness inspection on November 29th, 2021.  In my 

program letter to the FAA, I requested a 25 nm radius of KMMI (McMinn County airport, my homebase).  This area 

would keep me safely out of both Chattanooga and Knoxville airspace, congested traffic concerns, and yet give me 

the ability to do test runs that required lateral distance.  Also, I would follow EAA publication “Flight Test Manual” 

with eighteen (18) flight performance test cards.  Looking back, this kept me focused with a mission each and eve-

ry flight during the 40-hour fly-off period. 

There was plenty to do as I was waiting for a nice calm day for first flight.  First, the airplane needed to be reassem-

bled after Jim's inspection.  Then I began an exhaustive amount of weight and balance calculations for future 

flights, from first flight to even beyond Phase I testing (after all a trek to OSH fully loaded at Max Gross couldn't be 

excluded, right?).  I had read that it is recommended the first test flight should be approximately 25% AFT of the 

forward CG limit.  Because I am 130 lbs. (significantly less than the officially designated standard pilot weight of 

170 lbs.) this would put me close to the forward CG limit.  Also, since fuel consumption affects CG (in the RV-14A, 

CG progressively moves aft during flight) departing with full tanks would not help the matter.  So with half tanks 

and a crate in the baggage area with enough gallons of water to achieve the desired 25% AFT of the forward CG 

limit, I waited for 1st flight day.  Then, that pristine day arrived on December 3rd, 2021. 

I set the G3X Touch screen to half flight instruments, half engine instruments.  Roger had reminded me several 

times to watch those CHT's etc. so I was ready.  First, I did a high speed taxi test that revealed RPMs were quite 

willing to Red Line (thankfully we had set the G3X with a yellow arc audible alert just before reaching 2700 RPMs).  

So back to the hangar for a prop adjustment.  Then back out to the runway for that 1st flight.  What I wasn't ready 

for was the incredibly short take off roll.  Full throttle and during that take off roll the RPMs still jumped into the 

yellow arc, so I coarsed the pitch slightly on the prop and I was airborne.  I made a mental note to further address 

that when back on the ground.  But it wasn't a 'land immediately' situation so I continued a circling climb to 5,000 

ft staying close to homebase.  After leveling off, the EAA test booklet suggests to check the response of gentle ele-

vator, rudder, and ailerons inputs.  Then, simulate a landing at altitude before landing.  All went so incredibly 

smoothly.  Yes, I had that RV grin long after landing.   

The anxiety of that first take off and landing was mitigated by what I had tested at altitude and a host of other pre-

vious flight training opportunities: Bob Mundle did my Complex/High Performance sign off;  Marvin McGraw 
popped into McMinn one day and took me flying in his RV-14; Zack Zackorowski from Van's provided me with tran-

sition training.  Thanks to all, I felt well prepared.  

During that first flight and subsequent test flights I wanted to ensure putting a load on the engine and running it 
(Continued on page 5) 
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hard.  That mission needed to be tempered by certain necessary testing that included slow flight and stalls, so dur-

ing any given flight I performed the necessary tests but always spent the majority of flying time putting a load on the engine, 

climbing, cruise, and varying the RPMs.   

Over the next 39 hours,  EAA guided me through a 

variety of testing including longitudinal, lateral, and 

directional stability testing as well as stalls, take off 

and landing performance, best glide, and Vx and Vy 

speed testing.  Varying CG accompanied several tests, 

which required landing, loading the plane with more 

AFT ballast (see picture of baggage area with water 

bottles and a 40 lb. bag of bird seed) and repeating 

the test.   

I'll admit there were several times I wished there had been 
another person in the plane to help look for traffic and rec-

ord data so I could focus more on configuring the airplane 
for that test, and then executing the test.  There were times 

when I had to abort a test because of perceived potential 
traffic concerns.  Other times I simply performed the test 

poorly and needed to repeat the test.   

I found longitudinal stability testing to be interesting; trim 

for level flight then forward stick pressure followed by re-
lease and counting oscillations until stability resumed.   

Amplitude oscillations at slower speeds were smaller and 
stability resumed much faster than at high speeds.  Similar-

ly, simulated run-away trim testing showed extreme stick pressure at high speed compared to lesser pressure at slow speeds.  My take away 

on that, slow the plane down if the trim ever malfunctions. 

What the EAA 18-test card booklet doesn't address is the steep learning curve experienced with 'new to you' technology.  Prior to flight, con-
figuring basic parameters for the engine and flight instruments is 

a good idea, but expect accessing or inputting information will not 
be fluid.  After 40 hours I feel I am still at the infancy stage with 

the G3X Touch and GMC507 autopilot.  More to learn! 

The culmination of Phase I was developing a comprehensive POH 

for N8181J.  Everything from basic operating procedures (start 
up, flight, shut down) and normal operating speeds to engine and 

electrical systems, and panel and sub-panel instrumentation. Now 
that Phase I is done, we're both looking forward to exploring the 

world beyond KMMI.  Where is that next lunch anyway? 

The Co-builder's Perspective  

I love traveling by GA airplane, I can keep all my clothes on, bring 

an entire can of shaving cream on a trip, and fly at a flight level 
that lets me see the countryside; but building an airplane is all 

about building. When the fun is over, and it's time to fly the new 

bird, anxiety takes over.  

Even though I knew we had built the plane as well as possible, 
and had triple checked everything before the first flight, worry still 

set in. I will confess on the first plane we built (a GlaStar back in 
2002) we also thought everything was perfect. Juliette was fairly new to flying, and I wasn't any smarter back then, we checked that the 

pitch trim tab went up when you pushed up on the switch and down when you pushed down. Juliette discovered the error in that during her 

first flight!!!; so I knew this time that perfect isn't always perfect.  

The first take-off seemed great from on the ground, wings stayed attached, no smoke or fire streaming from the plane, but I knew what was 
going on in the cockpit could be entirely different. Needless to say I was ecstatic when Juliette returned an hour later with only a couple of 

minor squawks, and a huge grin on her face. The other thirty nine hours I helped out with ground handling, watched each take-off, then went 

home and monitored her progress on FlightAware, and listened in on the handheld. Phase One....Piece of cake for me :-) Roger 

(Continued from page 4) 



February 2022 Mountain Land Flyer Page 6 

 Knoxville Tennessee 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

February 3 Chapter 1494 Monthly Gathering – Morristown Airport,  

 Terminal Building – 6:00pm  

 No KMOR Breakfast in February 

February 5 Sheet Metal Hands on Workshop – Saturday, February 5th @ 9am  

 Morristown Airport, Terminal Building 

 Click here for more information 

February 12 MNV 2nd Saturday Breakfast at Monroe County 8:30 –11:00 AM  

February 19 Annual EAA Chapter 17 Chili Cook Off. 1:00 P.M. 

 Wolfcreek/Douglas residence. 494 Holderford Rd. Kingston  [2TN7] 

February 19 CAP Pancake Breakfast, Cleveland, TN KRZR 8:00—10:30 AM 

February 7-28 Private Pilot Ground School @ KMOR (cont.) – CFII Bob Dilk (Feb 7, 14, 21, 
28) 

February 26 Chapter 17 Young Eagles Event Monroe County Airport [KMNV]  

 This is for Heritage High School AF JR ROTC cadets.  

Contact Roger Cosh to VOLunteer as pilot or ground crew.  

His contact info is 423-435-8971 or n423jc@gmail.com.   

Soar with Stevenson 

Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an interna-

tionally recognized soaring record holder is 

offering Glider introduction flights for mem-

bers at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested, 

email contact@eaa17.org for details. 

A portion of the proceeds from members  flights is 

returned to Chapter 17 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B 

For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes 

For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours 

He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky and Tail 

Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our members. 

If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44, he can 

handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818 FAA CRS VDJR395X  

A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17 

ADVERTISEMENT 

:%20%20https:/eaa1494.square.site/product/sheet-metal-workshop-saturday-february-5th/39?cs=true&cst=custom
mailto:n423jc@gmail.com?subject=Young%20Eagles%20Event%20Feb.%2026
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 Knoxville Tennessee 

EAA Chapter 17 

Newsletter Publisher 

412 Huxley Road 

Knoxville TN, 37922 

Email: publisher@eaa17.org 

EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in 

aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or home-

built aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction, 

and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education, 

and progress in light aircraft development and other closely 

related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit co-

operative association to obtain instruction and education in 

aviation. 

EAA Chapter 17 

Your EAA Membership 

Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use 

the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chap-

ter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Ad-

dress, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.  

Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current 

climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA 

membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great maga-

zine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the interna-

tional EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or 

call 800-843-3612. 

In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the 

good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all” 

 

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF 

THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED! 

EAA Chapter 17  
Membership Renewal 

 Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________ 
 
 Address:_________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________ 
 

Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________ 
 

Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________ 
 Student (Free for EAA Student members):  
 Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA 
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.  
 
 Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a 
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17. 
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal 
Thanks for your continued support! 

Renew online or by mail to:  
Chapter 17 
C/O PS Engineering 
9800 Martel Road 
Lenoir City TN 37772 

Total amount of check $_____ 

http://www.eaa17.org/EAA17membership.htm
http://www.youngeagles.org/join
http://eaa17.org/membership/

