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Welcome
to

MembersMembers

and Guests
------

and

 special elcomea special welcome
to 

Paul Lewis
UTK



Chapter 17 members thank the followingg
for

photos, newspaper items, copies of the Newsletter, 
and “Experimenter” used in this presentation

Kenneth Carpenterp

Don Miller

Leon Ridenour

Mark ScheuerMark Scheuer

David Stevenson

D. Ray Wood              Charles Cardwell



Paul Poberezny visited Cox Sky Ranch
i N b f 1955 t it bin November of 1955 to recruit members 

in his new national pilot’s club.

On his return, a couple of weeks later, he 
found such a large interest he suggested 

a club be started.

D Ray Wood was the most enthusiastic ofD. Ray Wood was the most enthusiastic of 
the hanger flyers present, but was only 17 
at the time so James (Hap) Wilson agreedat the time so James (Hap) Wilson agreed 
to be the president that first year.       
Wood was the first to sign upWood was the first to sign up.



24 Charter Members
joined atjoined at

Cox Sky Ranch

Other Airports member
affiliated:

Montvale Air Park

Atomic Airport

Meadowlake Airpark

Chartered withChartered with
Barnstormer:

Elmer WoodElmer Wood



Charter Members of Chapter 17
J D Steve Brooks retired Vulcan MaterialsJ. D. Steve Brooks - retired Vulcan Materials

Robert Campbell - Campbell Aero Service DKX, mechanic

Melvin PeeWee Caylor - U. S. Civilian pilot training, CFI

Joe Cooper - Flew C-46 in WWII, ATP, retired Vulcan Mat.

Glen Courtney -

Richard M Cox - VP Developed Sky Ranch AirparkRichard M. Cox VP, Developed Sky Ranch Airpark
James Cutshaw - Private under GI Bill, retired Southern Glass

El L D k tt Al Al i R d St A lElmer L. Duckett - Alcoa Aluminum, Red Stone Arsonal

Wesley Gilbert - A/P, later Piedmont Airlines (94 at death)

Keith M. Henry - Sec.-Treasurer, Electrical Engineer - 10/91



Charter Members of Chapter 17 - page 2

Raymond Hitch - Farmer in Greenback, Ercoupe
Stanley J. Kabal - pilot, attorneyStanley J. Kabal pilot, attorney

Robert H. Kemp - Mechanic, Piedmont Airlines

Tom Kesterson Pilot Owner Cherokee Aviation at TYSTom Kesterson - Pilot, Owner Cherokee Aviation at TYS

Robert T. McMillian - Pilot, Owner McMillian Auto Parts

Earl Rutherford - Pilot, worked with Elmer Wood in last days of 
barnstorming, commercial sign painter

H ld J k S ll Pil t A/P h t M t lHarold Jack Small - Pilot-A/P, hanger at Montvale

Ronald M. Stoner - Pilot, Cherokee Mills, Thomasville Mfg

William (Bill) Tedford - Owned Aeronca named Dirty Bird



Charter Members of Chapter 17 - page 3

Ferris Thomas - Pilot, Owner Knox Flight, WWII US
Ferry Command, ATP Kern’s Bakery, Developed
M t l Ai kMontvale Airpark

Robert E. Tucker - Pilot for A.E.C., Flew DC-3

James E. (Hap) Wilson - President, Chapter 17, ATP 

Donald Ray Wood - son of Elmer, Pilot instructor for Wood 
Fl ti d il t Pi d t Ai li EAA b #1875Flyers, retired pilot Piedmont Airlines, EAA member #1875

Elmer E. Wood - Pilot, Aircraft mechanic, Owner Wood Flying 
Service contractor for US Civilian Pilot Training Program FAAService, contractor for US Civilian Pilot Training Program, FAA 
Flight Examiner, operator of Sky Ranch when chapter 17 
formed.

Ronald C. Baker joined the second meeting



Before Chapter 17p

Elmer Wood tries Safety Chute
in preparation for the fall classes

Each Parachute costs $150
and must be opened every 60 days



Thanks to Frank Ferris, Jr. for permitting DRM to copy 



Charlotte Sectional - 1944,  Danger Area??
Knoxville Radio 257 kHz - 243 degree A/N

Thanks to David Stevenson



EAA News
January 1956

Dublin, Georgia pilot

t C b t CLIPconverts Cub to a CLIP



F b 1956February 1956

Ontario Canada pilot posesOntario, Canada pilot poses 
with his Playboy

First homebuilt given an 
airworthiness certificate in 

CanadaCanada

and

first full month of 
operation for Chapter 17operation for Chapter 17



Wittman Tailwind
125HP - O-290D

Lycomingy g

featured in the

March 1956
Experimenter



Ruth ThomasRuth Thomas
and Ferris Jr.

joke between classes

for UT Teachers

At Island Airport

August 1955



March 1968 Regular Meeting at O.S.I.g g
Charter Received from State



April 1968 Meeting at Cox Sky Ranch
Discussed spot landing to be at Meadowlake



Patricia O’Barr of Corryton

and

Edward Phillips of Holston HillsEdward Phillips of Holston Hills

M i d t Cl Ch l UMCMarried at Clapps Chapel UMC

on October 16, 1971
both members of Chapter 17

they have a 2000’ sod stripthey have a 2000  sod strip

and two lovely Aeronca’s

+ =



April 1973 meeting in Crating Shop
at Air Base

Kirchoff reported on chapter construction project
Offi d Ch t i i t Ed Wil ’ fOfficers announced Chapter picnic at Ed Wilson’s farm



Woods Recalls 1936 When He Started at Frying at TYSWoods Recalls 1936 When He Started at Frying at TYS

He had 3 Airplanes and Two 50 Gallon Drums



March 1976
99’ I it d C17 t di l h b ilt t D d A t99’s Invited C17 to display homebuilts at Dogwood Arts

Gene Lewis’s Starduster at Campbell Co, for rigging



April 1977    
Sometimes bad news

Gene Easterday, nephewy
of Snapvent inventor and ?

“The crosswind was 
b li bl !”unbelievable!”



thanks to

Dave

Stevenson

1978
Ferris Thomas - Sarge Tittsworth - Elmer Woodg

celebrating a safe landing



Ron Baker AlcoaRon Baker, Alcoa

Someone is alwaysSomeone is always 
building

Tom Kirchoff andTom Kirchoff and 
Paul Pickett



Ji CliffJim Cliff
active EAAer and Sky 

fRanch flyer



August 1977
Cookout in Fountain City ParkCookout in Fountain City Park



Stinson After 10 years of Neglect
owned by Spud Monroeowned by Spud Monroe



Stinson After 2 Years  of Restoration
i iti Sk R hvisiting Sky Ranch



Ferris Thomas

Bob Hoover

Ruth Thomas

at Airshowat Airshow

Th k t D StThanks to Dave Stevenson



May 1978 meeting in Townsend to
Hear Eric Boyce Talk About his Helicopter & Eat Hamburgers



April 1979April 1979



Aerobatic Fun



Stearman Antics







Green Side Up



End over UT



Inaugural Issue of Our Current Newsletter

March 1982



May 1983
Film of Last Rockford Fly-in andy

Loran-C discussed by Thomas and Winter



E.T. Pilot Club & Chapter 17 Dine at Dean Hill
N b 30 1985November 30, 1985



February 1986 Meeting Features
50th Anniversary of the DC-3

This 
Month

it will be

70



Tom Hogan Reports:Tom Hogan Reports:
“Poberezny Launched EAA’s Young Eagle Program”

at a Washington D C conference on May 13at a Washington D.C. conference on May 13



Recent Young Eagle fun

Gordon

BillBill

Tom

Lee



November 2000 at Sky Ranch
Ken and Don t K ’ St ft d f YE’Ken and Don try Ken’s Stamp after a day of YE’s



Our Young Eagle Fan Club



Chapter 17

goes

Pietenpol

goes

Public in 1983
p

PietenpolPietenpol

West Town Mall
Membership Promotion

Hank Ashmore



L t C tLester Carter

and Ken Carpenterp

Woody



Poberezny’s Second Visit to Knoxville- 1995



Our FBO can beat

FBO tiyour FBO anytime



Chapter 17 visits builder, Jim Briggs
RV-9



2NC0  Mountain Air Airport, N.C.
Don and Ralph Deliver B-17 Posters

July 9, 2004July 9, 2004



C17 
Staff

Anna

Darrell

September 2004 at GKT

Ralph

&&

CSNeedham



Young Eagle Day at TN98



Happy Young Eagles



Young Eagle Registration - October 2003
They Make It All Work !



Ken and Mary Carpenter - Woody Pusher & Chipmunk 
1988  Preparing to leave for Oshkoshp g



Ken foreground and Mary in distance passing Chicago



2005 Annual Banquet
The Food & Program Were Without Squawks



EAA Ch t 17 ff th d tEAA Chapter 17 off on another adventure



Powerpoint by Don Miller
EAA 628816


